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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Synod Assembly 2010 

<REVISED> 
 

1. Nominations from the floor shall be made at the time of the report of the Nominating 
Committee during the first business session of the Synod Assembly for all positions to be 
elected at this assembly.  There shall be no nominations from the floor for Synod Council 
conference representatives (S9.08.01b). 

 
2. A person making a nomination from the floor must immediately present to the Synod 

Secretary a typed or clearly printed biography on the special form provided. 
 
TICKETS 1-12: To elect members of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Council, which 
functions as the board of directors of the synod and as an interim legislative authority 
between meetings of the Synod Assembly.  
 
TICKET 1 SYNOD COUNCIL, CLERGY 
  (Three to be elected for terms ending 2013) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION   
Paul Beck     Little Zion, Telford 
Carol Ficken     Grace, Wyndmoor 
Karl Richard     St. Matthew, Springfield 
Ronald Wesemann    St. Peter, Chester Springs 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
TICKET 2   SYNOD COUNCIL, DELAWARE CONFERENCE REPRE SENTATIVE, 
Female 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Wendy Long     Temple, Havertown 
The Synod Constitution does not permit nominations from the floor.     
 
TICKET 3 SYNOD COUNCIL, NORTHEAST PHILADELPHIA CONF ERENCE  
  REPRESENTATIVE, Female 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
  
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Karen Daley     St. Petri Hope, Philadelphia 
Kimerly Hinkelman    Saints United, Philadelphia 
The Synod Constitution does not permit nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this 
ticket shall be added to the nominees on Ticket 11. 
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TICKET 4 SYNOD COUNCIL, UPPER MONTGOMERY CONFERENCE   
  REPRESENTATIVE, Male 

(One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
 
There are no nominees at this time.  The Synod Constitution does not permit nominations from 
the floor.  If there are no nominations, the Synod Council may elect a representative for a term 
ending 2011.  Those not elected on this ticket shall be added to the nominees on Ticket 10. 
   
TICKET 5 SYNOD COUNCIL, UPPER BUCKS CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVE, 

Female  
(One to be elected for a term ending 2012) 

 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Gayle Moyer King    St. Paul, Telford 
Heidi Link     St. Peter, Hilltown 
The Synod Constitution does not permit nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this 
ticket shall be added to the nominees on Ticket 11. 
     
*TICKET 6  SYNOD COUNCIL, YOUNG ADULT, Voting membe r of a congregation  
  between age 18 to 30 at the time of election, Female  

(One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Bonnie Kissinger    St. Andrew, Audubon 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this ticket shall 
be added to the nominees on Ticket 11. 
 
*TICKET 7 SYNOD COUNCIL, YOUNG ADULT, Voting member  of a congregation  
  between the age 18 to 30 at the time of election, Male 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
 
There are no nominees at this time.  The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  
Those not elected on this ticket shall be added to the nominees on Ticket 10. 
 
*TICKET 8 SYNOD COUNCIL, YOUTH, Voting member of a congregation who has not  
  reached the age of 18 at the time of election, Female 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2012) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Sara Barber     Gloria Dei, Huntingdon Valley 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this ticket shall 
be added to the nominees on Ticket 11. 
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*TICKET 9 SYNOD COUNCIL, YOUTH, Voting member of a congregation who has not  
  reached the age of 18 at the time of election; designated in 2010 for a “person  
  of color and/or person whose primary language is other than English”, Male 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2011) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Malcolm Davis    Reformation, Philadelphia 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this ticket shall 
be added to the nominees on Ticket 10. 
 
TICKET 10 SYNOD COUNCIL, AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE, M ale 

(One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
  Nominees on this ticket also include those not elected on Tickets 4, 7, and 9. 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Lawrence House    Upper Dublin, Ambler 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
TICKET 11  SYNOD COUNCIL, AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE, Female 
  (One to be elected for a term ending 2013) 
  Nominees on this ticket also include those not elected on Tickets 2, 3, 5, 6, 

and 9. 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Sally Kerr     St. Peter, Lafayette Hill 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
**TICKET 12 SYNOD COUNCIL, YOUTH, Voting member of a congregation,  
   female or male, who has not reached the age of 18 at the time of  
   election 
   (One to be elected for a term ending 2011) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Sara Barber     Gloria Dei, Huntingdon Valley 
Malcolm Davis    Reformation, Philadelphia 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
*Tickets 6-9 are legal if the Synod Assembly approves the bylaw amendment for S10.01.01.  
Otherwise the tickets are void. 
 
**Ticket 12 is legal if the Synod Assembly does not approve the bylaw amendment for 
S10.01.01.  Otherwise the ticket is void. 
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TICKETS 13-17: To elect voting members to the next ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
scheduled for August 14-22, 2011, at Orlando, Florida.  The Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod has been allocated 19 voting members, one of which is the Bishop and one of which 
is the Vice President.  The Synod Council has determined the definitions for youth and 
young adult voting members: youth are “active, confirmed members of a congregation in 
this synod and who have not graduated from high school at the time of their election by the 
Synod Assembly;” young adults are “active, confirmed members of a congregation in this 
synod and who are between the ages of eighteen and thirty years at the time of their 
election by the Synod Assembly”  (S.C. 01.12.04). 
 
TICKET 13    CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY, LAY YOUNG ADULT, Age 18-30,  
   Male 
   (One to be elected) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Christian Hicks    Reformation, Philadelphia 
Tim Nikitin     Trinity, Perkasie 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this ticket shall 
be added to the nominees on Ticket 16. 
 
TICKET 14 CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY, LAY YOUTH, Confirmed , not 

graduated from high school at the time of election, Female 
   (One to be elected) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Sara Barber     Gloria Dei, Huntingdon Valley 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor.  Those not elected on this ticket shall 
be added to the nominees on Ticket 17. 
 
TICKET 15  CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY, CLERGY  

(Six to be elected) 
 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Heeralal Mukesh Cheedie   Emmanuel, Souderton 
James Heckman    St. Peter, Hilltown 
Andrena Ingram    St. Michael, Germantown, Philadelphia 
Karl Richard     St. Matthew, Springfield 
Matthew Staniz    Temple, Havertown 
Christopher Weidner    St. Luke, Gilbertsville 
Donna Wright     Advent, West Chester 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
TICKET 16  CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY, LAY MALE  

(Five to be elected)  
Nominees on this ticket also include those not elected on Ticket 13. 
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NAME     CONGREGATION 
William Andrews    St. Luke, Devon 
Fred Brown     Good Shepherd, King of Prussia 
Robert Hensil     Temple, Havertown 
Mark Ristine     Trinity, Lansdale 
Len Weisner     St. John, Folcroft 
Fred Wolfe     University, Philadelphia 
Thomas Wolpert    Calvary, West Chester 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
TICKET 17  ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY, LAY FEMALE  

(Four to be elected) 
Nominees on this ticket also include those not elected on Ticket 14. 

 
NAME     CONGREGATION 
Kathy Billger     St. Luke, Gilbertsville 
Addie Butler     Reformation, Philadelphia 
Alexa Epstein     University, Philadelphia 
Marion Henry     Emmanuel, Souderton 
Rebecca Kolowe    Trinity, Lansdale 
Heidi Link     St. Peter, Hilltown 
Jill Meuser     Calvary, West Chester 
Jane Roper     St. James, Pottstown 
Valerie Taylor-Samuel   St. Peter, Philadelphia 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
 
 
TICKETS 18-20: To elect the members of the Committee on Discipline of this synod.  The 
Committee on Discipline of this synod shall consist of 12 persons of whom six shall be 
ordained ministers and six shall be lay persons, who shall each be elected by the Synod 
Assembly for a term of six years without consecutive reelection.  The terms of committee 
members shall be staggered so that the terms of four committee members (two clergy and 
two lay) expire every two years.  The Synod Council shall fill vacancies on the Committee 
on Discipline for any unexpired term (+S11.03).  The ELCA Constitution sets forth in its 
bylaws a process of discipline governing officers, ordained ministers, diaconal ministers, 
associates in ministry, deaconesses, congregations, and members of congregations.  The 
disciplinary process is the responsibility of the synod on behalf of the ELCA and jointly 
with it – see ELCA Constitution, Chapter 20. 
 
TICKET 18  COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE, CLERGY 
   (Two to be elected for terms ending 2016) 
 
NAME      CONGREGATION 
Nancy Wiseman     Emmaus Road, Fairless Hills 
The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
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TICKET 19  COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE, LAY FEMALE 
   (One to be elected for a term ending 2016) 
 
NAME      CONGREGATION 
 
There are no nominees at this time.  The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
 
TICKET 20  COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE, LAY MALE 
   (One to be elected for a term ending 2016) 
 
There are no nominees at this time.  The Synod Assembly may make nominations from the floor. 
    
 
 
March 8, 2010 
RAM 
 
<Revised> 
April 28, 2010 
RAM 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
ANDREW, WILLIAM (M-W):  Retired. M. B. A. from Wharton 
School of Business.  St. Luke Lutheran Church, Devon. 2007 – 
Present St. Luke Councilor for Witness (Stewardship); 
Evangelism; and Social Ministry. 2008, 2009; Delegate to Synod 
Assembly.  Board Member, Silver Springs Martin Luther School 
since 2008; 1998-2005 Board Member United Way Southeast PA; 
1996-2003 Board Member World Affairs Council of Philadelphia. 
 

As a leader in my congregation and my 30 year career in business world, I have been able to 
translate my passion for collaboration and teamwork into work models that achieved positive 
results. I hope that we will all work together to unite around the example of Jesus. 
 

BARBER, SARA (F-W): High School Student, Hatboro-Horsham 
High School. Gloria Dei Church, Huntingdon Valley. 2008 Mission Trip 
– Week of Hope; 2009 ELCA Youth Gathering/Mission Trip; VBS 
2008, 2009; 2009 FLY’ 2010 SHYG Planning Team; 2010 Gloria Dei 
Mission Trip Planning Team; One House at Time; Mew Creation; 
Shining Star; Figure Skating; Photography; Reading; Quaker School at 
Horsham – Summer Camp. 
 
If elected, I will share my youthful optimistic outlook on the ministries of 
this synod.  My enthusiasm for service abounds in all I do.  It is my 
desire to bring Jesus to those I meet in this world through giving 

graciously in love. 
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BECK, PAUL R. (M-W): Pastor, Little Zion Lutheran Church, Telford. 
B. A. from Wittenberg University. M.Div. from Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia.  Global Mission; Stewardship; Youth Ministry 
– Synod Level. Lutheran Cluster Organizations; Lutheran Conference 
Organizations and Local Ministerium serving for 28 yrs.; Ecumenical 
Youth Program 2yrs. 
 
 
 
 

 
BILLGER, KATHY (F-W):  Teacher, Owen J. Roberts School 
District. St. Luke Lutheran Church, Gilbertsville.  BS from 
Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania. MS from Kutztown 
University of Pennsylvania. Council Member, Secretary, Recording 
Secretary; Sacristan- deacon, cantor, counter; PTA Secretary, 
Parliamentarian, Faculty Representative – Softball Coach. 
 
“We are an offering” the hymn text and tune describe my gift. All that I 
have, all that I am. All that I hope to be I give to you. I lift my voice, I 
lift my hands, I lift my life up to you.  I AM AN OFFERING. 
 

 
BROWN, FRED (M-W):  Teacher, School District  of Haverford 
Township. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, King of Prussia. BS from 
Ursinus College. Masters from Penn State.  President of Church 
Council; Vice President of Church Council; Chairperson of Property 
Committee. Nursery School President; GAP Volunteer; Little League 
Coach; Basketball Coach; Soccer Coach. 
 
I have been a teacher, coach and math department chair for the past 
thirty five years for the School District of Haverford Township. For 
twenty five years I was involved with teacher negotiation.  I would be a 

voting member who listens well.  My strengths include administrative and organizational skills. 
 

BUTLER, ADDIE (F-P):  Retired. Reformation Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia. B.S. from Howard University. M.S. from Pennsylvania State 
University. Ed. D. from Teachers College, Columbia University. Chair, 
Music and Worship Committee, 1997 – present; Vice President, ELCA 
1999-2003; Vice President SE PA Synod 1988-1996; Member Board of 
Trustees, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 1995 – Present. 
President, African American Lutheran Association, Philadelphia Chapter, 
2007 – Present; Member. Lutheran and Quaker Women’s Anti-Racism 
Group, 1995 – present. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ; am a devout Lutheran; and commit myself to 
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daily prayer, Bible study and public witness.  In the ELCA – related organizations listed above, 
Diakon and Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network, I will serve as interpreter of CWA actions 
for the building of Christ’s Kingdom and ELCA Community. 
 

CHEEDIE, HEERALAL (MUKESH) (M-P): Pastor, Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church. M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia. Deacon; Praise Band Leader; Sunday School Teacher; 
Men in Mission Leader; Pastor; Volunteer – Lutheran Home at Telford, 
PA ; Leading worship services;  Habitat for Humanity. 
 
I am passionate about sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ especially my 

faith story converting from Hinduism to Christianity.  I am a guitarist. I am authentic, easy going 
encouraging, loving and caring. I see everyone as equal. Favorite Bible verse is Matthew 6:33 
“Seek God first and all other things will added unto you.”  

 
DALEY, KAREN (F-W):   Disability Processing Specialist, Social 
Security Administrations. St. Petri-Hope Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia. B.S. from Pennsylvania State University.  Current 
member of the Northeast Conference Committee; First year 
Diakonia student; I teach Vacation Bible School; I have served on 
church council and various committee.  Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society – City Gardens Contest – Judge (garden); Flower Show 
general volunteer. 

 
I’m currently attending the Diakonia program. I leave class most weeks excited about what I’ve 
learned or how I’m growing in my faith. Serving on Synod Council would be an excellent way to 
share my excitement and put my Diakonia training to use serving the Lord. 

 
EPSTEIN, ALEXA B. (F-W):  Content Developer, Peason 
Vue. University Lutheran Church of the Incarnation, 
Philadelphia. Choir Member; Secretary of Congregational 
Council; Chair of Personnel  Committee;  Member of Pastoral 
and Music Director Call Committees; Leader-Adult Forum on 
Social Statement on Genetics and Faith; School Library 
Volunteer. 
 
I am discovering a call to ministry as a pastor, have strong 

organizational and administrative skills, and believe I can represent this synod faithfully and 
with dedication. My experience teaching science and leading discussions on Genetics and Faith 
have made me very interested in voting on the social statement. 
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FICKEN, CAROL (F-W):  Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church, 
Wyndmoor. B.A. from William Paterson University. M.Div. from 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. SEPA Leadership 
Support Committee 1993-1996; SEPA Lower Montgomery 
Conference Executive Committee 1996-2007; Joint Consultation 
Team for Cooperative Ministries (GLC& Zion, Flourtown); Christ 
(Chestnut Hill) and St. Michael’s (Philadelphia); Trinity 
(Germantown) 2002-2006; Consultant  for Elder Ministries (SEPA 
Synod, John Jorgenson) 2002-2005; LDR Task Force SEPA Synod 
2008; Synod Council 2007; Member of Clergy of Springfield 
Township; Conduct  Annual Memorial Day Worship Service for 

Community @ Grace Lutheran Church; March in and offer Invocation and Benediction @ 
Annual Memorial Day Parade in Wyndmoor, PA. 
 
I served urban, suburban, staff, solo, large, small, stable, and struggling congregations and was 
Staff Chaplain for Artman Home.  This diversity helps me understand issues/concerns faced by 
Synod Council.  God surprises, delights, challenges, and reassures, in ways and through people I 
never expected.  God is good, all the time. 
 
HECKMAN, JAMES (M-W):  Senior Pastor, St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hilltown.  Abington. 
B.S. from Upsala College. M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Board 
of Lutheran Community at Telford (in my third year as President); Vice President of Lutheran 
Social Ministry of NJ and founding President of Pennsauken Lutheran Housing; Co-Founder of 
Helping Hands Network in Cape May, NJ (1991); Current President Pennridge Area 
Ministerium; Yearly participant in CROP walks and trips for Katrina Relief work; Chaplain for 
Villas Fire Department (1992-1995). 
 
 I have attended a number of national assemblies, as a visitor or a leader at Youth Convo (LCA). 
This experience will allow me to function effectively as a first time voting member. I have been in 
ministry for 30 years.  I have an understanding of how the church works. 
 
HENRY, MARIAN (F-W):  Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator, Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, Souderton. B.S. from Eastern University. Congregational: Church Council, Worship and 
Music, Sunday School Teacher, VBS Volunteer, Youth Advisor. Big Red Marching Band 
Booster – Ways and Means Chairperson; Lifetime member at DCP Theater in Green Lane; 
Community Softball Coach. 
 
I consider myself a team player, one piece in the puzzle. My gifts? Love of scripture, enthusiasm, 
a willingness to try different things, organizing events. I love to sing and teach children about 
our God who loves them very much. 
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HENSIL, ROBERT (M-W):  User Support Specialist, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Temple Lutheran Church, 
Havertown.  B.S.E.E. Drexel Institute of Technology. M.B.A. from 
Drexel University. Present: Congregational Council, Synod Council, 
Synod Council Executive Committee. Past: Congregation President, 
Voting Member 2009 Churchwide Assembly; Member and Lay 
Chair Delaware Conference Executive Committees. Board of 
Directors – Delaware County Youth Orchestra; Past Member and 
Treasuerer Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra. 
 
I am a problem solver with a gift of leadership. Having served on 
congregational and synod councils and as a voting member of the 
2009 ELCA Assembly. I bring a full understanding of the workings 
of the church. 

 
HICKS, CHRISTIAN (M-P): Account Associate, Vanguard. 
Reformation Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. B.A. from Temple 
University. M.B.A. from Drexel University. Mutual Ministry 
Member; Youth Group Director; Lutheran Youth Organization Adult 
Representative; Men’s Committee President. Habitat for Humanity; 
Florida Servant Trip 2008; Fellowship of Lutheran Youth; Interested 
in any service activity that pertains to the youth or elderly. 
 
As a member of the body of Christ, I am attuned to the spirit and I will 
bring that openness and receptiveness to the Council. As a youth 
leader I can also interact seamlessly with both adults and young 

people. 
 

HINKELMAN, KIMBERLY (F-W):  Executive Director, The 
Wellness Community. Saints United Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. 
B.S. from Ohio State University. Synod Coordinator ELCA Youth 
Gathering 2001; Synod Bishop Election Task Force; Congregation: 
VBS Coordinator, Youth Ministry, Choir. Chamber of Commerce; 
Volunteer at Homeless Shelter. 
 
As a committed Christian, I feel called to serve the Lord and my 
church.  My spiritual gifts are to teach and share my experience of the 
Spirit at work in my life. My talents as a non-profit executive would 
serve the church well in these trying economic times. 
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HOUSE, J. LAWRENCE (M-W):  Vice President, Liberty Lutheran Services. Upper Dublin 
Lutheran Church, Ambler. B. A. from Kings College. M. S. from University of Scranton. 
Assisting Minister – Upper Dublin Lutheran Church; SEPA Synod Council 1998-2004; Chair 
Finance Committee 1999-2004; President  Montgomery County (Lower) Thrivent for Lutherans 
Chapter; Delegate/Voting Member to five National Assemblies. 

 
INGRAM, ANDRENA (F-P): Pastor, St. Michael Lutheran Church, 
Philadelphia. M.Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia. I attended 2001 Churchwide Assembly as Council Member 
of Transfiguration Lutheran Church, Bronx, NY. AIDS Activist; 
Chaplain of SEPA Lutheran Youth Organization; Board Member of 
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement. 
 
It is an honor to be able to serve as a voting member of the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly. My dependence on God’s mercy and grace and 
my personal experience through my faith in the risen Christ, will 
empower me to discern with others how God calls us to “be” the church.  

 
KERR, SALLY (F-W): Chaplain, Silver Springs-Martin Luther. St. 
Peter Lutheran Church, Lafayette Hill. Ed. D. from University of 
Pennsylvania. M.Ed. from University of Antioch. M. A. R. from 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. Synod Council 
(Administration Committee); Lutheran Charities Advisory Board; Past – 
Church Council member at St. Peter; Adjunct Professor at Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia; Christian Education Head 
Auxiliary for Silver Springs-Martin Lutheran School, Past served on 
finance committee for Deaconess Community. 
  

“I’ve been a Deaconess for 36 years, 29 at Silver Springs-Martin Luther School. Emphasis of my 
serving has been those most fragile and vulnerable.  I’ve benefited from attending the last two 
Church wide Assemblies and share my experience teaching at LTSP and with the Deaconess 
Community.” 
 
KING. GAYLE (F-W):  Director of Music, St. Luke Lutheran Church, Dublin. St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Telford. Prayer Chain Contact Person – St. Paul’s Bear Creek Camp 
Ambassador; LWR “Soap Lady”; Accompanying Pennridge  Middle School North Chorus, The 
Last Chords – A Choir at Lutheran Community at Telford. 
 
I offer my lifelong love of the Lutheran Church and a deep commitment to serve my Savior, Jesus 
Christ through the church.  I am a good listener and would use prayer as a means to discern as 
led by the Holy Spirit.  
 
KOLOWE, REBECCA (F-W):  Diaconal Minister, Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale. B.A. 
from Roanoke College. M. A. from Luther Seminary. I am a consecrated Diaconal Minister. In 
addition to employment  state above, I have also served  on SEPA Synod’s Youth Ministry And 
Christian Education Teams and currently on SEPA Candidacy Committee. Led Youth/Young 
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Adult trip to Tanzania from Synod in 2008. Serve Churchwide on Diaconal Ministry Leadership 
Team. Manna on Main Street (Local Soup Kitchen) Board Member; Homeless Ministries  (Local 
Code Blue Shelter Organizer); Local/International Service/Mission with Youth/Young Adults. 
 
As a young adult with local and international missionary experience, I have a unique 
perspective. As a Diaconal Minister, I bring a fuller understanding of ministry in those places 
where the church meets the world. As a Christian Educator, I challenge people to greater 
discipleship and faith seeking understanding. 
 
LINK, HEIDI (F-W):  . Technical Supervisor/Manager, Vertis Communications. St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, Hilltown. Industry Co-Chair Southeastern Postal Customer Council; St. Peter 
Lutheran Church Council Member. 
 
I have worked in management for the majority of my professional life. I have served on industry 
councils. I am currently serving as Council Member at St. Peter’s. I have the gifts for motivating 
people and lifting up their gifts. Interested in interfaith, how people come to God through 
different paths.  
 

MEUSER, JILL (F-W):  Senior Operations Analyst, SciTech Service, Inc. 
Calvary Lutheran Church, West Chester. Synod Council Member by 
appointment; Finance Committee; Assistant Treasurer; Past Board of 
Directors; Current: Finance Committee Chair Deaconess Community of 
the ELCA; Secretary: Capital University Alumni Advisory Board; Altar 
Guild; Sunday School Teacher; Tally Team and various other congregation 
participation groups; Good Works; Financial support  to church and 
philanthropic organizations; political involvement. 
 

I trust God to lead, direct and protect me. My faith informs my actions and relationships. I am 
intelligent, articulate and compassionate. I synthesize issues across disciplines to discern new 
ways of thinking about and communication issues, opportunities and solutions. 
 
NIKITIN, TIM (M-W): College Student, Bucks County Community College. Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Perkasie. Former member of junior, youth and young adult choirs; Youth group 
member; Current: Sunday School and Vacation Bible School  Classroom; Attended 2009 
DAYLE (Definitely Abled Youth Leadership Event) and ELCA Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans. Serves as the Chairman of the Definitely Abled Advisory Committee to the National 
Lutheran Youth Organization. Member of the ELCA LYO Executive and Restructuring 
Committees. Current Volunteer for Good Shepherd Rehab Network, Allentown, PA; Former: 
Appalachia Service Project Mission Trio Volunteer; SEPA Synod Helping Hands Day 
Participant. 
 
As a young adult with disabilities, I would bring a unique perspective to the Churchwide 
assembly. I have experienced firsthand the power of unconditional kindness, compassion, and 
understanding. I am eager to serve the Lord and the church by sharing these special gifts with 
others. 
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RICHARD, KARL M. (M-W): Senior Pastor, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Springfield. B. S. 
from SUNY College. M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. Member of 
the Alumnae Board of LTSP; Past member and convener of  the Quakertown Area Lutheran 
Churches; Dean of Upper Bucks Conference, ELCA (1997-2003); Current member of 
Springfield Ministerium (Ecumenical Clergy Group); Phoebe Richland Nursing Facilities Ethics 
Committee; Former “Chaplain” to Haycock Township Senior Citizens; Member and Treasurer of 
the Quakertown Ministerium. 
 
Top 3 spiritual gifts: Teaching: Communicate Christian information that allows people to learn 
quickly and easily.  Leadership: Help Christians set goals congruent with God’s will; to 
communicate these goals causing others to work toward their achievement. Apostle: Give 
leadership to a group of churches with spiritual authority that is recognized by other people. 
 

RISTINE, MARK (M-W): Director for Student Ministries, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Lansdale. Affirmation small group leader; FLY/SHYG 
Planning Team SEPA Synod; Summit Planning Team and Bear Creek 
Camp’ Worship Leader at New Creation Church; Presenter at Youth 
Ministry Network Extravaganza Workshop; Volunteer at Kitty Cottage 
Fundraiser; interests are in people in recovery, young people, and interfaith 
experiences. 
  
I have a strong gift of communication. I am called by God to reach out to 
those that have lost, or never known, a relationship with God. My work 

with young people gives me the opportunity to hear where they are hungry for the Gospel and to 
communicate it in way that is relevant to them. 
 

ROPER, JANE  ( F-W): Chaplain, Manatawny Manor-Diakon. St. 
James Lutheran Church, Pottstown. B. S. from The John Hopkins 
University. M. A. M. S. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Gettysburg.  Synod Council Member; SEPA Synod Representative  for 
Ministries in Chaplaincy; Pastoral Counseling – Clinical Education; 
Church Council Member. Parish Nurse; Girl Scout Assistant Leaderl;  
Living Classroom.  
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STANIZ, MATT (M-W):  Pastor, Temple Lutheran Church, Havertown.  
B. A. from Messiah College. M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Philadelphia. SEPA LYO Board; SEPA Fitness for Ministry Advisory 
Team; SEPA Connections Team; LTSP Alumni/ae Association: Board 
Member; LTSP 2004 Class President; Fighting global poverty through ONE 
Campaign Advocacy; President Havertown Township Clergy Association; 
Advisory Board Havertown Senior Center; Board Member Havertown 
Cares (Hurricane Relief).  
 
God has called us into a mission to change the world together. I bring this 
core conviction to my participation in the Churchwide Assembly.  I will 
strive to see all people included in our life together as we seek to bring 
about real change in the world. 
 
 

 
TAYLOR-SAMUEL, VALERIE (F-P): Library Supervisor, Free 
Library of Philadelphia.  St. Peter Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. B. 
A. from Pennsylvania State University. Congregational Youth Leader; 
Parish Administrator; Church Council; Synodical: Christian Education 
Committee; Youth of Color Planning Team; also Youth Ministry 
Network Board Member; Northwest Community Coalition for Youth. 
 
Spiritual gifts: administration; compassion; discernment; evangelism; 

faith; helping; leadership; and servant hood. Personal gifts: organization; patience; humor; 
humility; and computer skills. Gifts used as: Parish administrator and youth leader at my 
congregation. These gifts have also served well in my current career as a public librarian. 

 
WEIDNER, CHRISTOPHER (M-W):  Pastor, St. Luke 
Lutheran Church, Gilbertsville. B. A. from Dickinson College. 
M.Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.  
Pastor, St. Luke, Gilbertsville since 1995; Bear Creek Camp 
Board of Directors, serving as Secretary, and Chairperson; 
Long Range Planning Chairperson; Executive Director Search 
Committee; Bylaws Revision Chairperson 1997-2003. 
 

I bring a passion for Parish Ministry, an impulse for collegiality and creativity in shared 
mission, experience in the responsibility of governance and respect and hope for the witness of 
the Lutheran Community in Society and throughout the world. I pray to be a grateful, generous, 
and curious pastor. 
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WEISER, LEN (M-W):  Senior Administrator of Extended Care, 
Erickson Retirement Community. St. John Lutheran Church, Folcroft. 
B.S.N. from Rutgers University. M.S.N. from Wilmington University. 
Past Voting member to Churchwide Assemblies 1989-1991, 1993, 
1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005; Current Council Member; 
Current Sunday School Teacher; Communion Assistant; Alzheimers 
Walk Team Captain; American Red Cross CPR Trainer. 
 
I wear my Christian beliefs on my sleeve. I make myself available for 
prayer and share about my “church life”. Spirituality at home includes 
my children leading evening prayer. I am passionate about the ELCA, 
our synod and my congregation.  I bring experience as a voting 
member which will help me prepare for 2011. 

 
WESEMAN, RONALD (M-W):  Pastor. St. Peter Lutheran Church, Chester Springs. B. A. 
from Pennsylvania State University. M. Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia. Task Force on Justice and Social Change. Chester County Thrivent Board; IRB- St. 
Christopher’s Hospital for Children/Drexel University; Taught at Eastern University/Esperanza. 
 
I have 30 plus years of experience serving as a Pastor in both the City of Philadelphia and rural 
Chester County. My faith has carried me through challenges and successes as I have sought to 
share the love of Christ. 
 
WISEMAN, NANCY (F-W):  Senior Pastor, Emmaus Road Lutheran Church, Fairless Hills. M. 
Div. from Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia D. Min. from Palmer Theological 
Seminary. Diakonia National Board; Diakonia National Treasurer; Diakonia PA Steering 
Committee; SEPA Committee on Elections and Balloting; SEPA Stewardship Committee; 
Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need Board; Supply Coordinator – Code Blue; Ethics 
Committee – Stateman Nursing Home; Emergency Relief Association.  
 
 God is always active in our lives, leading and guiding us. God led me to training in family 
systems to apply that understanding to the parish as I brought two congregations together. My 
experience as a pastor as well as a therapist will help me to serve on the Committee for 
Discipline. 
 

WOLFE, FRED (M-W):  Parish Administrator, University 
Lutheran Church or the Incarnation, Philadelphia. B. A. from 
Drexel University. Congregational: Social Ministry Committee, 
Worship, Campus Ministry; Synod: Social Ministry Committee, 
Lutheran/Bryson Task Force, SEPA Aids Awareness Network; 
National Church: Lutheran AIDS Network, Project Connect, 
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries Board; Primarily Ecumenical 
efforts – Penn Religious Community Council, Greater Philadelphia 

Campus Ministry Association; YES! Coalition, WOW- Witness Our Welcome. 
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I have been blessed with frequent opportunities to listen and learn from a great number of people 
whose life experiences have been different from mine.  Inspired by the Gospel’s and assisted by 
God I’ve absorbed their stories to shape me as a unique wonderfully made child of God. 
 
 
WOLPERT,  THOMAS  (M-W):  Attorney, Law Offices of Thomas Wolpert.  Calvary 
Lutheran Church, West Chester. B. A. from Villanova University. J.D. from Widener University. 
Former Sunday School; Synod Evangelist through LCA Centennial Church, Kimberton ,PA; 
Former I also was heavily involved Prison Ministry in the late 1   Aas`80’s, Overcoming Church 
of Deliverance and Prison Fellowship for Independent Christian Organizations. Currently 
Chairman of Chester County School Authority, which owns all intermediate unit buildings and 
facilities in Chester County (since 2004); West Chester Area School Board Director 1999-2003. 
 
Faith is my spiritual gift.  I am trained as an attorney to see different sides to complex issues and 
speak reasonably to differing viewpoints. Volunteering to be a delegate at the Churchwide 
Assembly represents the possibility of a return to a greater level of activity in the Lutheran 
Church. 
 

WRIGHT, DONNA M. (F-W):  Interim Pastor, Advent Lutheran 
Church, West Chester. B. A. from Indian State University. J.D. from 
Washington University St. Louis School of Law. M. Div. from 
Pacific Theological Seminary. Legislative advocacy; domestic 
violence hotline/advocacy; community organizing work against 
violence, homelessness, hunger. 
 

My spiritual and personal gifts include deep faith, best expressed through Lutheran theological 
understanding; active prayer life; thanksgiving for the ELCA and its ministries; ability to follow 
the proceedings and respond quickly, articulately and compassionately; familiarity with the 
ELCA; the courage to take a stand.  
 
 
 


